When a Christian Falls Matthew 18:6-17
Jesus has been discussing “little ones” (Christians) falling into sin and the terrible consequences for anyone who causes these “little ones” to sin. (Matthew 18:6-9)
1.  Don’t look down on a little one who falls

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 







      Matthew 18:10 (NASB95) 
[image: image1.png]


The proud Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: 'I thank you, God, that I am not a sinner like everyone else, especially like that tax collector over there! For I never cheat, I don't sin, I don't commit adultery,  I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.'  "But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, 'O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.'   Luke 18:11-13 (NLT)  
2.  The Parable of the lost sheep demonstrates the value of the individual

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.                                                   Matthew 18:12-14 (NKJV)
· In Matthew it is about a straying Christian
· In Luke it is about a lost soul (Luke 15)

3.  What should we do when a Christian sins?

· Go to him privately "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.                                                        Matthew 18:15 (NKJV) 
· Go with witnesses But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.'                                                                        Matthew 18:16 (NKJV) 
· Go before the church And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church,                                                                                                                                 Matthew 18:17 (NKJV) 
· Treat him as a non-Christian . . . let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. Matthew 18:17 (NKJV)
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Don’t look down on a Christian who sins

Work and pray for his restoration
Remember every person matters to God

Dear brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Galatians 6:1 (NLT)  

