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The Sign 










Matthew 24:15-25
1.  The Missing Element
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.                                                    1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV)
2.  The Historical Pattern  
31 And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation. Daniel 11:31 (NKJV) 
· 400 years after Daniel

· Antiochus Epiphanes (Syria 175-164 B. C.)

· Goal: stop Temple sacrifices

· offered a sow (unclean animal)

· made Temple abominable (unclean)

· a statue of a Greek god was setup in the Holy Place

· This action accomplished in the past will set the pattern for the future

3.  The Future Event
15 "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened. 23 Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand.                                                                               Matthew 24:15-25 (NKJV)
27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate."                                                                            Daniel 9:27 (NKJV) 
11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days.                                                                                                Daniel 12:11 (NKJV)
· This event marks the beginning of the great tribulation

· Trouble like the world has never seen before
· The nation of Israel will come close to annihilation 

· The power of the anti-Christ and his forces to deceive

What should be my response to the truth of the great tribulation?

· My hope is not in this world

· Compassion on the lost

· Sense of urgency about my mission
