The Deadly Sin
Victory Bible Class
Matthew 23:1-12
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12 But those who think themselves great shall be disappointed and humbled; and those who humble themselves shall be exalted.   Matthew 23:12 (TLB) 
12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.                                                           Matthew 23:12 (NKJV) 
Exalts himself
1.  Power over others
4 For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.                                                                                                                  Matthew 23:4 (NKJV) 
2.  Stress the external 

5 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.                                                                                                                                              Matthew 23:5 (NKJV) 
3.  Desire recognition (self importance)
6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the  marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.'                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Matthew 23:6-7 (NKJV) 
4.  Hypocrisy
3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.                                                                                                                                    Matthew 23:3 (NKJV)
Humbles himself 

1.  Avoid recognition
8 But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ.                                                                                                                                       Matthew 23:8-10 (NKJV) 
2.  Serve others

11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.                                                              Matthew 23:11 (NKJV)
3.  Be real
3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.                                                                                                                                       Matthew 23:3 (NKJV)
Jesus touches on one of the major themes in scripture . . .

29 When they cast you down, and you say, 'Exaltation will come!' Then He will save the humble person. Job 22:29 (NKJV) 
23 A man's pride will bring him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor.                                    Proverbs 29:23 (NKJV)
11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."                 Luke 14:11 (NKJV) 
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."James 4:6 (NKJV) 
5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."                                   1 Peter 5:5 (NKJV) 

Pride is a deadly sin (the focus is on man not God)        44 How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?                                                                      John 5:44 (NKJV) 
