The Church: What It’s For
 The purpose of the church
1) To _____PROCLAIM_______ the need for salvation, and the way to do it (Through Christ)
Acts 2:38, 41 (NLT)

V.38 “Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”
 V.41 “Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.”
2) To ___REACH______ out to the lost, to new brothers and sisters in Christ and new members of our specific, local church. 
                                     HOW???

Acts 2:42(NKJV) “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
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· Through ____TEACHING___ (“…in the apostle’s doctrine…”)
· Through____FELLOWSHIP________                                           (“…and fellowship, in the breaking of bread…”)

· Through____PRAYER_______ (“…and in prayers.”)
The Church: What’s In Store

The future of the church
1) For FBC….???? 

“If they ‘get it,’ and get on with it, churches can become the redemptive centers that Jesus intended them to be. Dynamic teaching, creative worship, deep community, effective evangelism, and joyful service will combine to renew the hearts and minds of seekers and believers alike, strengthen families, transform communities, and change the world.”  
     Courageous Leadership                                         
     Pastor Bill Hybels           
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At FBC, this needs to be our purpose, and our vision; present and future!

2) For the entire bride and body of Christ:

The ___RETURN_____ of our groom, and head-The Lord Jesus Christ! 
I Thess. 4:16-18 (NKJV)

V.16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”
 V.17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”
V.18 “Therefore, comfort one another with these words.”[image: image3.png]
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