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13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 14 So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.                                              Matthew 16:13-17 
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1.  Why did Jesus choose Caesarea Philippi?

· Gentile area

· Pagan worship
· 25 miles from the center of Jewish faith

2.  Why did Jesus ask this question?

3.  What did the answer of the disciples reveal?

· Men were willing to acknowledge Jesus to a point
· None claimed He was the Messiah
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4.  What did the second question of Christ reveal?

· Faith is personal
· We can’t base our faith on the opinions of men

5.  Peter’s answer was profound 

· The Christ: the promised deliverer that Israel had been looking for

· The Son of the living God: a clear reference to the deity of Christ

6.  Note carefully the response of Jesus

· He doesn’t deny the claim of Peter

· He blesses Peter

· He gives Peter’s response the authority of divine revelation

These men would face death for their belief in Jesus Christ.  Men won’t die for what they know to be a lie.  They truly believed that Jesus was the Messiah and the son of God. We must remind ourselves that it was not until after the resurrection and the coming of the Spirit to indwell them that they had the courage to face death for Christ.  Our answer to the question of Christ in today’s passage will determine how we live now and in eternity.
