Relationships are at the core of who we are as humans. From Shakespearian dramas to the current top ten music charts, nearly every artistic expression is about relationship: songs of love lost and found, tales of our deepest longings and greatest tragedies. Whether it is an individual broken heart, or whole families and society's devastated by relationships gone bad, relationships reflect our deepest human struggles. They are the source of our most profound joy and pain. Relationships are what we are willing to kill and die for. What we long for most. What keep us up at night. It is in relationship that we find out who we are as humans, and what matters most in life.  Relationship is at the heart of the Christian faith, reflecting the fact that we as humans have been made for relationship. Jesus identifies the central message of the law and prophets relationally,—Derek Flood
1.  Humanity is not complete without human relational love

18 And the Lord God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him." Genesis 2:18 (NKJV) 

2.  Our God relationship was to be primary but our human relationships were vital
36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."                            Matthew 22:36-39 (NKJV) 

3.  Sin distorted our relationships with God and others
THE FIVE HUSBANDS   John Chapter Four
The Setting
4 But He needed to go through Samaria.                                                                                                                                           John 4:4 (NKJV) 

9 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.                                                                                                                                                              John 4:9 (NKJV) 

The Main Characters
The seeking woman
18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly."    John 4:18 (NKJV)
22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.                                      John 4:22 (NKJV)


The seeking God
23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.                                                                                                                                                                          John 4:23 (NKJV) 

The Climax
28 The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30 Then they went out of the city and came to Him.                                     John 4:28-30 (NKJV) 

1.  Our relationships with others are not sufficient in themselves

2.  People in our relationships are not perfect
3.  If we place too much on our personal relationships we can destroy them

“More than this, when I acknowledge that none of us is perfect in this life, I can enjoy that which is beautiful in a relationship, without expecting it to be perfect”—Francis Schaeffer
Which one are you?

The woman before Christ trying to find meaning in relationships without God?

The woman after Christ finding meaning in relationships because of her relationship with God?
