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Phony Preachers                                                                                                      Matthew 23:13-15

1.  SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS
13 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.                                                                Matthew 23:13 (NKJV)
· Don’t realize they are living a lie
· Can’t see they are doing terrible harm to innocent followers

2.  FINANCIAL MOTIVATIONS
14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.                                       Matthew 23:14 (NKJV)
40 who devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation."                                                                                                                     Mark 12:40 (NKJV)
· Take advantage of people
· Appear spiritual to gain authority
3.  THE SUCCESS SYNDROME
15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.                           Matthew 23:15 (NKJV)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.                                                                                      






                                           2 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV)    
· Nickels and noses
· Personal prestige
[image: image2.wmf]How do phony religious leaders hurt people?

1.  Keep people out of heaven
2.  Take financial advantage of people

3. Take people away from God instead of bringing them closer to God

4.  Cause people to become disillusioned with faith
