Nehemiah: Broken Walls , Burned Gates
Nehemiah 2:9-20 NKJV
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The Villains Of The Story (V.10)
Sanballat- Governor of samaria. (Just north of judah)

Tobiah- Governor of ammon. (Across the jordan river, east of judah)

WHAT’S THEIR BEEF???

Their personal and politcal success depended on israel’s weakness.

A man on a mission (Vs. 11-16)

Nehemiah does some covert ops before going public with his mission. 

Why? 

· to get the ___BIG  PICTURE___
· to get the __FACTS__ straight

· to narrow down the __SPECIFICS_ of the needs
The Announcement and reaction (Vs. 17-18)

A ___CHALLENGE____ is issued to the people, the priest, the nobles and officials, and the workers. (v.16)

The specifics of the challenge
· He makes the problem ___PERSONAL___.

· He __BUILDS__ the __TEAM_ and plants a vision.

· He __TESTIFIES___ of God’s call and blessing  on His life.
The reaction?  “Let’s go get to work!”
The Opposition (v. 19)
A third villain: Geshem, the arab- A Regional King of Kedar. 

(S. East  of Judah.)

The ammunition of the attack: Lies and false accusation (v.19)

Nehemiah’s Response (v.20)
· Does not put the bad guys down

· does not try to prove them wrong

· He points out that they and their words are irrelevant and insignificant.

· Nehemiah puts the focus on God and the task that God has given.

What  about  our  walls,  and  gates? 
1. The  walls of our ____SOCIETY____ are  broken down.

2. some of the ___CHURCH____ has  burned out .

3. The “gates and walls” of the ____FAMILY____ are  crumbled  and burned

So  what  do  we  do?  Where  do  we   start?

What  did  Nehemiah  do?  Where  did  he  start?

1. he  took  time  to  study  the   situation
how does that apply to our rebuilding?
 We  too have  to  look  at  the  whole  situation and take  an  inventory of  the  specific  problems and needs.

2. He  gathered his team
how does that apply to our rebuilding?  
We can’t do any rebuilding alone. we  need others to  help us.  That’s  what  the  church is for.

3. He  wasn’t overly  concerned  about his  enemies.
how does that apply to our rebuilding?  
 the  key is not to focus on the enemies or obstacles,  but on the  lord  and on the   rebuilding  itself.

4. He looked to  GOD  and  depended on  HIM  for  success.
how does that apply to our rebuilding?  
It  won’t  be  our  skill that accomplishes  anything.  It  will only  be  the power of GOD.  therefore, we  must  keep  connecting  to that   power. 
Our reaction?  “Let’s Go get  to work!”[image: image2.png]
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