Nehemiah: Comfort Zone- Taking Risk
Nehemiah 2:1-9

What Do WE FIND COMFORT IN???
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“It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out of your door; you step into the Road, and if you don't keep your feet, there is no telling where you might be swept off to.”
Bilbo Baggins- The Lord Of The rings: The Fellowship Of The Ring 
by: Tolkein 
Nehemiah 2:1-2 NLT (The Scene)
1 “Early the following spring, in the month of Nisan, during the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I was serving the king his wine. I had never before appeared sad in his presence.” 

2 “So the king asked me, ‘Why are you looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me. You must be deeply troubled.’ Then I was terrified,”
Nehemiah 2:3 ESV (The Risk)

3 “I said to the king, ‘Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?’"
Nehemiah 2:4-5 NKJV (The Follow Through)

4 “Then the king said to me, ‘What do you request?’ So I prayed to the God of heaven.” 
[image: image3.wmf]This was an “ARROW” prayer (EX: “Help!” “I need you.” 
“Bless me.”)
5 “And I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.’” 
Nehemiah 2:6 NKJV (The Response)

6 “Then the king said to me (the queen also sitting beside him), ‘How long will your journey be? And when will you return?’ So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.”
God ALWAYS provides. 

Nehemiah 2:7-9 NLT (Gaining Momentum)
7 “I also said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, let me have letters addressed to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, instructing them to let me travel safely through their territories on my way to Judah.’” 

8 “ ‘And please give me a letter addressed to Asaph, the manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it to make beams for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the city walls, and for a house for myself.’ And the king granted these requests, because the gracious hand of God was on me.”
9 “When I came to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, I delivered the king’s letters to them. The king, I should add, had sent along army officers and horsemen to protect me.” 

God often provides BEYOND our main need. (v.9) 

Ephesians 3:20 NLT

“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”
So then, why is it so hard to step out of our comfort zone?
· FEAR of the unknown, or of discomfort
Romans 8:15 NKJV

“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’”
· LACK of Faith

 Mark 10:21-22 NKJV 
21 “Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, ‘One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.’” 


22 “But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”
What about You? Is fear or lack of faith crippling you from stepping out the door that God wants you to, and has provided for you? If so, it’s time to make a change, take a risk and open yourself to all that God has for you. (Jeremiah 29:11)[image: image4.png]
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