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January 17, 2010

God is calling you to a passionate love relationship with Himself. Because the answer to religious complacency isn't working harder at a list of do's and don'ts — it's falling in love with God.—Francis Chan
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The importance
37 Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."                                                            Matthew 22:37-40 (NKJV) 

The definition

5 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.                                                      Deuteronomy 6:5 (NLT)

Biblical love 
· Ultimate positive emotion 
· Involves the total person 
· Generated by the will
Obstacles
· The nature of God
· The nature of man
· The nature of the world
The path back

Focus on His love

10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.                          1 John 4:10 (NLT)
 
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt.2
But when I called the people of Israel, they went away from me. They offered sacrifices to the Baals and burned incense to the idols. 3
It was I who taught Israel to walk, and I took them by the arms, but they did not understand that I had healed them. 4I led them with cords of human kindness, with ropes of love.  I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down and fed them.                                                                  Hosea 11:1-4 (NCV)


Depend on the Holy Spirit

5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.                                                                                   Romans 5:5 (NLT) 
To just read the Bible, attend church, and avoid “big” sins—

is this passionate, wholehearted love for God?

                                                 —François Fénelon, The Seeking Heart
