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Lessons from the Fig Tree
Matthew 21:20-22
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Did Jesus curse the fig tree before or after cleansing the Temple?

1.  Sunday Jesus enters Jerusalem in triumphant (Matt. 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10)

2.  First Temple visit on Sunday (Mark 11:11)

3.  Visits Bethany Sunday night (Mark 11:11)

4.  Curse fig tree on the way to the Temple on Monday (Mark 11:12-14, Matthew 21:18-19)

5. Second Temple visit and cleansing (Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-18)

6.  Visit Bethany Monday night (Mark 11:19)

7. Disciples notice the fig tree withered on Tuesday (Mark 11:20, Matthew 21:19-20)
Thoughts

· Matthew was topical while Mark was chronological 
· Two witnesses remembering the same event

· No real contradiction
And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, "How did the fig tree wither away so soon?" So Jesus answered and said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' it will be done. And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive."                                                                                     Matthew 21:20-22 (NKJV) 
1.  The power of believing prayer

2.  Not forcing one’s self to believe what we don’t really believe

3.  Related to trusting God in the realm of His will
4.  Our faith must always be submissive to the will of God

Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.          1 John 5:14-15


