INTRODUCTION TO HEAVEN
MATTHEW 17:1-8
Victory Bible Class     01.07.09

[image: image1.wmf]1.  THE CHRIST OF HEAVEN
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.
Matthew 17:1-2 (NKJV) 
· The world only saw a lowly carpenter

· He temporarily emptied Himself of His majestic glory

             but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and     
coming in the likeness of men.                                  Philippians 2:7 (NKJV) 

· We will see Christ in all of His glory
· We will have a glorified body like Christ’s

Who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, 
   

according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 


                                                                                                                  Philippians 3:21 (NKJV)

2.  THE COMMUNION OF HEAVEN
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 



Matthew 17:3 (NKJV) 
· We will know each other in Heaven

· The disciples recognized these saints who had gone before them

3.  THE COMFORT OF HEAVEN
Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 




Matthew 17:4 (NKJV) 

· Something drew Peter to this place
· The peace and comfort that he felt
4.  THE COMMUNICAITON OF GOD IN HEAVEN

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" 



Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) 
· They actually heard the voice of God

· We will have direct communication with God in Heaven

5.  THE CONSUMING HOLINESS OF HEAVEN
And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid." 







Matthew 17:6-7 (NKJV) 
· They were still in their sinful bodies

· Our earthly fear will turn to a heavenly awe
Jesus pulled back the curtain of eternity for a brief moment that we could see a short glimpse of eternity.  He was preparing His disciples for His coming death.  He wanted them to remember that Heaven is just as real as the world they could see and He would prepare a way for them to enter this wonderful place. (John 14:1-6)

