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The Parable of the Apples…        [image: image2.wmf]

Once upon a time, there was a man who had nothing, God gave him ten apples.  He gave him the first three apples to eat.  He gave him the second three apples to trade for shelter from the sun and rain.  He gave him the third three apples to trade for clothing to wear.  He gave him the last apple so that he might have something to give back to God to show his gratitude for the other nine.

The man ate the first three apples.  He traded the second three for shelter from the sun and rain.  He traded the third three for clothing to wear.


Then, he looked at the tenth apple . . . and it seemed bigger and juicer than the rest.  He knew that God had given him the tenth apple so that he would return it to him out of gratitude for the other nine.  But the tenth apple looked bigger and juicier than the rest, and he reasoned that since God had all the other apples in the world, he would eat the apple and give the core back to God.
(Note: According to surveys, 81% of America’s church members do exactly the same thing.  Only 19% of church members tithe.)
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A habit is primarily an action, an acquired pattern of behavior, which is done often and therefore easily.
Give to Live
1.  Discover the Biblical plan for giving
On every Lord's Day, each of you should put aside some amount of money in relation to what you have earned and save it for this offering. Don't wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once. 







          1 Cor. 16:2 (NLT)  

2.  Discover the impact of giving
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 

Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. Philip. 4:10, 18   

3.  Discover the right motive for giving
And David said with longing, "Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" [16] So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord. 

                                                                                       2 Samuel 23:15-16  

4.  Discover the joy of giving 

Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  2 Cor. 9:7 (ESV)  

A conversation overheard between a $1 and a $100 bill that went something like this:


The $100 bill boasted, “I have seen the most exotic restaurants, visited the finest of hotels, and traveled extensively on very important business.”


The $1 bill lamented, “Every week it’s the same old thing, only sometimes in different churches.”[image: image3.png]
























MESSAGE NOTES . . .


The Caring Place


Faith Baptist church











Holy Habits


Tithing
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