Greatness in God’s Kingdom
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At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" [2] Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, [3] and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. [4] Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.





                                             Matthew 18:1-4 (NKJV)
CONTEXT

1.  The inner circle of the three had just came down off the mount of transfiguration  
2.  The disciples were actually arguing about greatness in the kingdom (Luke 9:46)

3.  Jesus had just predicted his death on the cross (Matt. 17:22)
BACKGROUND

1.  Because of the Fall the human race became competitive 

Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.                                                                                                                             Genesis 4:8 (NKJV)  
2.  It is not wise to compare ourselves with others
We're not, understand, putting ourselves in a league with those who boast that they're our superiors. We wouldn't dare do that. But in all this comparing and grading and competing, they quite miss the point.  ( paraphrase of 2 Cor. 10:12 MsgB)  

3.  Comparison and competition can lead to sin
Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, "They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?"             1 Samuel 18:8 (NKJV)
LESSON  

1.  Why a little child?

Weakness

No power

No place in society

Value comes from father’s estimate (parable of lost sheep in this chapter)


Total dependence on father for existence
2.  What does God value?


Faith-So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe 
that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.                                   Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)  


Dependence-It is better to depend on the Lord than to trust mortals. It is better to depend on the Lord than to 
trust influential people.                                                                                                           Psalm 118:8-9 (GW)  


Humility-For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."                 












     Luke 14:11 (NKJV)


Service to the weak-Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.               Matthew 18:5

    
Protection of the weak- "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better 
for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.      Matthew 18:6
