God’s Upside Down World
                                                          Matthew 19:27-20:16


1.  Did Peter’s question reveal a selfish spirit or just innocent curiosity?
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Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?"                                                                                                                    










Matthew 19:27 (NKJV) 

Do I seek God’s hands or His face?

How do I respond if God doesn’t come through?

Do I serve so I can get?

Jewish theology =earning or deserving God’s favor
2.  Jesus responds with two specific promises.


The disciples will rule with Christ over Israel

So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Matthew 19:28 (NKJV) 

All believers will experience the grace of God
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.                                  


 Matthew 19:29 (NKJV) 

3.  Jesus warns the disciples of a selfish lifestyle
But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 





Matthew 19:30 (NKJV)


God values the child like spirit (see Matt. 19:13-15)


God cautions those who are prominent in this world (see Matt. 19:16-22)

4.  Jesus illustrates God’s gracious dealing with men

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' So they went. Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to them, 'Why have you been standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.' So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, 'Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.' And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they each received a denarius. But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius. And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner, saying, 'These last men have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.' But he answered one of them and said, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?' So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen." 







Matthew 20:1-16 (NKJV) 
Jesus wanted His followers to understand that God is the sole author of their salvation, they themselves will be richly rewarded for the sacrifice they have made and are making.”-
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