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FIG TREE CHRISTIANS                                                                                                                                   MATTHEW 21:12-19
Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, "Let no fruit grow on you ever again." Immediately the fig tree withered away. Matthew 21:18-19 (NKJV) 
Was Jesus being unreasonable?

Did He curse the tree for not having figs?

What does Mark’s account tell us about this episode? And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.                                                            Mark 11:13 (NKJV)

The tree gave the appearance of fruitfulness 

Jesus couldn’t tolerate hypocrisy
"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.                      Matthew 23:27 (NASB-U) 
CLEANSING THE TEMPLE 

Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer,' but you have made it a 'den of thieves.' " Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" they were indignant and said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise'?" Then He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and He lodged there. 


                                                                                                                                        Matthew 21:12-17 (NKJV)
1.  The purpose of the temple was to help people find God 

The religious leaders had turned it into a place that abused people (vs. 12-13)


Jesus redeemed the Temple to be a place of healing (vs. 14)

2.  The temple was to be a place of prayer and praise

The religious leaders tried to forbid genuine worship (vs. 15-16)

Jesus allowed the children to praise God (vs. 16)
Characteristics of a Fig Tree Christian

1.  Call Jesus Lord but don’t obey Him

    "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?                                        Luke 6:46 (NKJV)  

2.  Serve God with their mouths but their hearts are far from Him   
He answered and said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.                                                                                                       Mark 7:6 (NKJV)
3.  Emphasize appearance over reality  
We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart.                                           2 Corinthians 5:12 (NASB95) 
