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Jesus . . . was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead . . .                Romans 1:4 

The Lazarus Principle
The death of Lazarus was necessary 

Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him."                                                                                     John 11:14-15  
Jesus came to bring us a new dynamic life 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.                                    John 11:25 
Desperation leads us to the place of decision 

Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days."  Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?"                            John 11:39-40
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The only good is absolute trust in and dependence on Him, and this can only be achieved by our being brought time and time again to the end, the real end, of our human resources.                                            Peter Haile

PAUL’S ROAD TO FAITH

Paul tried very hard to be good but failed
For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. 

                                                                                             Galatians 2:19
· Paul was religious
· Paul was moral
· Paul was admired
Though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;  concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

                                                                                                 Philip. 3:4-6
Paul found the answer in Christ   

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.                     Galatians 2:20

Paul understood the meaning of the cross
I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain."      Galatians 2:21
Paul found in death he could discover life 
And become one with him. I no longer count on my own goodness or my ability to obey God's law, but I trust Christ to save me. For God's way of making us right with himself depends on faith. As a result, I can really know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I can learn what it means to suffer with him, sharing in his death,                          
                                                                        Philip. 3:9-10 (NLT)  [image: image6.jpg]
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“Connecting People With God, Others and Service”





Dying to Live
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