Death and Taxes
Matthew 22:15-22

1.  The trap is planned

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in His talk.                             Matthew 22:15 (NKJV) 
2.  The trap is set

16 And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of men. 17 Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"                                                                  Matthew 22:16-17 (NKJV)

· Note students and Herodians

· Note the complimentary approach

· Poll tax had to be paid with Roman coin
3.  The trap is revealed
18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, "Why do you test Me, you hypocrites?             Matthew 22:18 (NKJV) 

4.  The trap backfires 

19 Show Me the tax money." So they brought Him a denarius. 20 And He said to them, "Whose image and inscription is this?" 21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." And He said to them, "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 22 When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their way. 
                                                                                                                                                      Matthew 22:19-22 (NKJV)
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Image of the head of the emperor on one side
· Image of the emperor sitting on throne

· Inscription: Tiberius Caesar Augustus son of the Divine Augustus

· Inscription: Highest Priest

· Caesar deserved physical payment for service his government provided

· Caesar didn’t deserve worship that was reserved for God alone

So What? 

that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.                                   1 Timothy 2:1-2 (NKJV)
17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.                                                   1 Peter 2:17 (NKJV) 

1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.  Romans 13:1-7 
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1.  God expects me to pay for the privileges of living in a relatively orderly society. 
2.  It is not wrong for a Christian to be involved in the government as allowed.

3.  Christians should be salt and light in contributing to the common good.

4.  A Christian can never give to the government that which belongs to God. 
