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What separates religion from real faith?   Do I just go through the motions or do I have a genuine faith?  Jesus is questioned by the followers of John the Baptist about his practices and His response points us to true faith in God.  We don’t want to spend our lives in a cold lifeless religion.
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Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?"                                                                                    





       Matthew 9:14  

Religion encourages comparison
Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.             2 Cor. 10:12 (ESV)

Religion can be judgmental  

"Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.                                                                         




              Luke 6:37 (NKJV) 

Religion uses man made boundaries 

For we are the real circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—                                                                            Philip. 3:3 (ESV)  

REALITY
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JOY

And Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them?                       Matthew 9:15

SORROW

But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.                                                                                                                                    

        Matthew 9:15

TRANSFORMATION NOT REFORMATION

No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. 





Matthew 9:16

POWER

Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved." 

                                                                                                                                   Matthew 9:17   
