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  ANGER   MATTHEW 5:21-26 
VICTORY BIBLE CLASS

Anger is one of the six areas that Jesus deals with in this section of the Sermon on the Mount.  The theme that ties all six together is how we relate to others.  Paul taught us in the letter to the Romans that “he who loves another has fulfilled the law”.  True fulfillment of the law is found in how we treat God and others not the keeping of rules.
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THE MOTIVE LEADS TO THE DEED

1.  The Pharisees had a false confidence

"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' 






   Matthew 5:21 
2.  Jesus expands the command from action to attitude
But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.                                                             Matthew 5:22 

           RACA (Aramaic) = stupid, blockhead (not playful put down, hateful, anger filled put down)

           Fool = live as if there is no God, taking a place of superiority and judgment 

WHAT ABOUT?


Jesus got angry in the temple. 

When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables.                    John 2:14-15


Jesus once called the Pharisees fools. 
Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold?   Matt 23:17

3.  Jesus illustrates the truth

The gift
Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.                                                           Matthew 5:23-24

Religion is no substitute for right relationships 


The adversary
Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer and you be thrown into prison. Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny. Matt 5:25-26 
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Don’t give anger a chance to grow deal with it quickly 
"Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath,       
                                                                             Ephes. 4:26
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