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NEED Matthew 5:3-5

GRACE   Matthew 5:6-8

IMPACT
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.
                                                                                              Matthew 5:9-11
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Why were the early Christians persecuted?

Are they ministers of Christ?--I speak as a fool--I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep;                                        2 Cor. 11:23-25 

They were different  

We can only imagine what it was like for the Christian stonecutter who refused the construction contract for the pagan temple.    What about the tailor who refused to make garments for pagan priests?  What about the couple who declined an invitation from friends to a heathen banquet?  



          Haddon Robinson

Christianity split families
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.  For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 





          Matthew 10:34-35

Their life brought conviction  

And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 




John 3:19   



Why should we rejoice when persecuted?

1.  We will receive a great reward
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven                          Matthew 5:12
2.  We are in good company


They persecuted the prophets

 . . . For so they persecuted the prophets who were before you                                 Matthew 5:12.                                                           


They persecuted our Lord   

"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.                                                                    John 15:18-19 

3.  We reveal our spiritual character
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.     
                                                                                                        Matthew 5:9-11
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