THE CHURCH 
Matthew 18:1-20
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[image: image1.wmf]In the first section of Matthew 18 Jesus teaches the disciples that the truly great in the kingdom of God are the humble “little” ones.  He then proceeds to warn them about harming one of these little ones.  This sets the stage for Jesus to discuss the environment in which these little ones can be safe and grow into Christlikeness.  That environment is of course the church. In the following verses He shows us the amazing potential for the church.  Is Faith reaching it potential?
1.   The church is to be a place of restoration

"Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.' And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. Matthew 18:15-17 
2.  The church is a place of proclamation

Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.                                                                                                   Matthew 18:18 (NKJV) 
19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."                               Matthew 16:19 (NKJV)
3.  The church is a place of prayer 

Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.                                                                                                    Matthew 18:19 (NKJV) 
4.  The church is a place of His presence

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them." Matthew 18:20 
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I am the church . . .

How do I help restore fallen Christians?

How do I help proclaim the gospel?

How do I make my church a vital place of prayer?

How do I prepare my heart for the presence of Christ?
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