
  Faith Baptist Church—Covington VA—April 8, 2009


Practical Holiness = Godliness not in theory only but in day to day life.

Jesus has been warning about causing a fellow Christian to stumble. (Matt. 18:6-7)

1.  This sin should be taken very seriously
If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. 












Matthew 18:8-9 (NKJV) 

Jesus used this image before in Matt. 5:29-30 when warning about lust

Does Jesus mean to literally cut off your hand etc.?


It is not the body that causes sin but the heart
Temptation comes from the lure of our own evil desires. These evil desires lead to evil actions, and evil actions lead to death. 










            James 1:14-15 (NLT) 
2.  Jesus is using hyperbole to make His point 


Sin is serious business

We ought to deal with it drastically 

3.  I must do whatever is necessary to avoid sin       
Run from anything that gives you the evil thoughts that young men often have, but stay close to anything that makes you want to do right. Have faith and love, and enjoy the companionship of those who love the Lord and have pure hearts.                                          








         Paraphrase   of   2 Tim. 2:22 (Living)
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  Just as a surgeon deals with a cancerous growth, I must deal with sin
DRAMATICALLY

COMPLETELY

MERCILESSLY (Any relationship, practice or activity that leads to sin must go!) 


1.  I must be honest
For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.                                                Psalm 51:3 (NKJV)
2.  I must confess
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                        











      1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
3.  I must forsake
    She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." John 8:11 (NKJV)  
