
THE GATES OF HADES
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And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
 Matthew 16:18 
1.  What did Christ’s statement to Peter mean?


Unacceptable

A.  This phrase was inserted later by church leaders


B.  This establishes Peter as the Pope of the Roman Catholic    
      
      Church

The Pope is crowned with a triple crown, as king of heaven, of earth and of hell.  The Catholic Church teaches that our Lord conferred on St. Peter the first place of honor and jurisdiction in the government of his whole church, and that same spiritual authority has always resided in the popes, or bishops of Rome, as being successors of St. Peter.  Consequently, to be true followers of Christ all Christians, both clergy and laity, must be in communion with the See of Rome, where Peter rules in the person of his successor.—Cardinal J. Gibbons


Acceptable

A.  The rock is Peter’s statement of faith in the previous verse


B.  The rock is Christ (Jesus may have motioned to Himself as He spoke)


C.  The rock is Peter but only in the sense that he and disciples were used in the book of Acts

2.  What were the gates of Hades?


A.  Three different Greek words translated hell in the Bible


B.  Land of the dead, temporary abode of the dead and eternal home of the unsaved dead


C.  Many times you must depend on the context to explain


D.  Gates were place of government in Bible, the church will overcome the kingdom of Satan
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3.  Is this action offensive or defensive?


A.  Is the church a fort protecting against the attack of Satan?


B.  Is the church a force going out and challenging Satan’s 
    
      influence in this world?



1.  Gates were defensive



2.  The text implies we are attacking the gates of 
   

      Hades (Hell)

Conclusion

How can the church go into culture and challenge the forces of darkness?

How can individual Christians make a difference?

