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How do we pursue holiness?    

From the outward in? 
From the inward out? 
HOLINESS = SEPARATION FROM SIN
Jesus taught the futility of trying to be holy by changing something external

10 When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear and understand: 11 Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man." 



        Matthew 15:10-11 

These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man." 

Matthew 15:20 
The Pharisees thought holiness stopped at the external
1 Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 2 "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread." 


Matthew 15:1-2 
Holiness begins in our hearts
18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.                    Matthew 15:18-19 
33 "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 









Matthew 12:33-35 
But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God—who chose you to be his children—is holy. [16] For he himself has said, "You must be holy because I am holy." 





1 Peter 1:15-16 (NLT) 
ON THE ROAD TO HOLINESS

1.  MAKE SURE I HAVE A NEW HEART 

Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God.                                                                                                                                 Hebrews 3:12 (NLT)
 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

                                                                                                                        Ezekiel 36:26 
2.  KNOW THE CONDITION OF YOUR HEART
"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?                                    Jeremiah 17:9    Would not God search this out?    For He knows the secrets of the heart.                                                 Psalm 44:21      
3.  KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR HEART
· IT IS THE CONTROL CENTER OF LIFE    Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life. 



                                                                                                                     Proverbs 4:23 

· IT REVEALS WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU   For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.     

                                                                                                                                               Matthew 6:21 
· IT IS THE PLACE OF BELIEF
 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
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