Parable of the Dragnet
Matthew 13:47-50
The Parable Begins With a Common Experience
1. In these seaside villages, fishing was a way of life.

2. [image: image1.wmf]Two ways of fishing with a net.  First was a “hand-net” and the second was the “dragnet.”

3. The dragnet was a large net with weights on bottom and floats on the top.  It was pulled through the water.

4. Once ashore, the sorting took place.  Good fish put into barrels of water and bad fish discarded.

What We Learn From This Parable
1. All mankind is not good
    They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one."                                                                                                   Romans 3:12 

2. The wicked will be judged.

 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,           Hebrews 9:27
3. Everyone deserves God’s judgment. 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,                                           Romans 3:23   

4. Those in Christ are recipients of the righteousness of Christ 

and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;                          Philip. 3:9 

5. The wicked are judged according to their works.

And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.                                          Rev. 20:12   

6. The just are judged according to grace. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  not of works, lest anyone should boast.                                                                    Ephes. 2:8-9 

7. Hell is chosen by those who reject God’s grace

So God said, in effect, "If that's what you want, that's what you get." It wasn't long before they were living in a pigpen, smeared with filth, filthy inside and out.  And all this because they traded the true God for a fake god, and worshiped the god they made instead of the God who made them—the God we bless, the God who blesses us. Oh, yes!      Worse followed. Refusing to know God, they soon didn't know how to be human either—women didn't know how to be women, men didn't know how to be men.  Sexually confused, they abused and defiled one another, women with women, men with men—all lust, no love. And then they paid for it, oh, how they paid for it—emptied of God and love, godless and loveless wretches.                                                      Romans 1:24-27 (paraphrase from the Message)
